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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, this is an 

appropriate time to ask: Is that all 
there is? 

Yesterday, President Obama’s eco-
nomic adviser, Christina Romer, testi-
fied before Congress’ Joint Economic 
Committee on the so-called stimulus 
plan. Her testimony was illuminating. 
She indicated that the stimulus plan’s 
greatest impact on economic growth 
happened between April and September 
of this year. We lost hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs during each of these 
months. 

How could they possibly consider this 
a success? If the greatest impact of the 
trillion dollar stimulus is behind us 
and we still experience a terrible loss 
of jobs, that seems the opposite of suc-
cess. 

This whole scenario reminds me of a 
Peggy Lee song from 40 years ago, 
called, ‘‘Is That All There Is?’’ 

Where are the jobs we were promised 
in this stimulus? According to Presi-
dent Obama’s economic adviser, the 
main impact is behind us. Really? Is 
that all there is? 

Republicans have better solutions to 
get Americans back to work that don’t 
involve reckless, ineffective borrowing 
and spending that drive us further into 
debt. Americans deserve better. 

f 

GOVERNMENT TAKEOVER OF OUR 
HEALTH CARE 

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, as a 
physician, I must say the news coming 
out of Washington is all bad when it 
comes to the government takeover of 
our health care. 

Just last night, Speaker PELOSI got 
the news that she does not have the 
votes to pass it. The Senate expects the 
debate to spill over into next year, and 
even Democrat candidates back home 
are turning against this crazy idea. 

Why is this happening? Simply put, 
they can’t find a way to pay for it. 
There are not enough taxpayers and in-
surance policyholders to pay the ex-
ploding tab, and the polls show a con-
tinued decline in support. Also, they 
can’t depend on the wealth of the Fed-
eral Government anymore as we are 
broke, broke. 

This is not a case of Republicans 
wanting sick people to die quickly. It 
is a case of wanting this sick, expen-
sive, ineffective, and wasteful govern-
ment takeover of health care to die 
quickly. 
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PEOPLE OF AMERICA TALKED TO 
US IN AUGUST 

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, one of the prob-
lems we have here in Washington, DC, 
is we often seem to be disconnected 

with our folks back home. That is a 
problem. It’s sort of an institutional 
problem, and that’s bad enough. When 
we do it on purpose, that’s even worse. 
We seem to have selective memory, 
maybe convenient amnesia. 

The other side of the aisle appears to 
have forgotten that there is a month in 
the year called August. It was when 
the people of America talked to us, and 
they told us that they had grave con-
cerns about the proposal that was be-
fore us with respect to health care. 

Now we are told, well, look at the 
ABC poll instead. Forget about August. 
What else have they told us that we 
can forget about? Oh, that’s right, Fox 
News doesn’t exist. 

August doesn’t exist, Fox News 
doesn’t exist. Maybe next month we 
will hear that the American people 
don’t exist and we are just here cre-
ating a make-believe America with 
make-believe problems and make-be-
lieve solutions. Let’s remember August 
where the real people live with the real 
problems and the real need for real so-
lutions. 

f 

b 1145 

AFGHANISTAN 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. For every American 
President, there are moments of deci-
sion, moments where the credibility of 
the United States and the fate of peo-
ple in foreign lands hang in the bal-
ance. President Obama faces such a 
moment in Afghanistan. The President 
must decide whether to adequately 
equip our military in Afghanistan or 
lose the war to al Qaeda and the 
Taliban. 

General Stanley McChrystal was 
brought on to implement the counter-
insurgency strategy the President him-
self endorsed in March. And that com-
mander has made it clear what re-
sources he needs to get the job done. If 
we fail in Afghanistan, we risk that 
country turning into a training ground 
again for al Qaeda, increasing insta-
bility spilling over into nuclear-armed 
Pakistan. The consequences to our peo-
ple would only be a matter of time. 

Our soldiers and the people of Af-
ghanistan cannot afford to wait any 
longer. Now is not the time to risk the 
hard-fought, blood-bought gains in this 
critical front in the war on terror by 
extended deliberations and indecision. 
Now is the time for our President to 
act decisively, to give our commanders 
and our soldiers the resources they 
need to win the war in Afghanistan and 
come home safe. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I listened with great interest when 
our whip and the majority leader were 
talking a while ago about how they 
would like to work with us so we can 
reach some kind of agreement on the 
public option plan, the government 
plan. It brought to mind when Presi-
dent Obama came to our caucus, our 
conference, early on in his administra-
tion. He indicated he wanted to work 
with us and he wanted to have our 
input. He came with great fanfare, and 
the media was there saying here is this 
man, he wants openness, and he wants 
to work with the Republicans. This is 
the kind of President we need. 

He smiled, he shook our hands, he 
left the room and then wouldn’t talk to 
us anymore. We have had absolutely no 
input whatsoever into this health care 
plan, and yet the facade has been cre-
ated that we have. And they blame us 
because things haven’t happened. It’s 
because their own caucus can’t get to-
gether on a plan. 

The American people know that 
there is chicanery going on behind 
closed doors. And they promised us we 
would be able to participate in the 
planning for health care reform. Yeah. 
That was a lot of baloney then, and it’s 
a lot of baloney now. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

PERRIELLO). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

HONDURAS: A DEMOCRACY IN 
SPITE OF THE U.S. INTERVENTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, there 
is trouble in Honduras, and the United 
States has chosen sides in this conflict. 
Here are the facts: the people of Hon-
duras are holding an election on No-
vember 29. Honduras is a democracy. 
Their elections will fill 3,000 offices na-
tionwide and all 128 seats of the na-
tional congress, and they will elect a 
new President. 

They’ve had some trouble recently 
with their current President. Manuel 
Zelaya attempted to stay in office and 
be on the November ballot, which is 
not allowed by term limits in their 
Honduran Constitution. Zelaya wants 
to become a permanent President of 
Honduras and has tried to illegally 
change the Constitution to keep him-
self in power. 

The people have followed the rule of 
law, however. They followed their own 
Constitution. Just as the people of this 
country would follow our Constitution 
under similar circumstances, they took 
proper, legal action to stop Zelaya’s il-
legal behavior, and they removed him 
from office through the legal court sys-
tem. 
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